Conserving Kentucky
The Value of the Heritage Land Conservation Fund
The ONLY state source of funding for maintaining natural lands
Starting in 2014, a significant
portion of Heritage funds have
been “swept” to General Funds
to address other budget shortfalls
Constant budget transfers (“sweeping”)
have had a significant impact as revenue
from the specialty plate program and
environmental fines continue to decline.

2016

$5M

SWEPT EACH YEAR
OF 2-YR CYCLE

2018

$2.5M
SWEPT EACH YEAR
OF 2-YR CYCLE

2020

???

“SWEEPING”
MUST STOP

Established in 1990, the Kentucky Heritage
Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF) is the
primary source of state funding for the
purchase and management of natural
areas. It is used to purchase land from
willing sellers for nature preserves, state
parks, state forests, wildlife management
areas, environmental education areas,
wild rivers and wetlands.
Revenue is generated through a portion of
the un-mined mineral tax, environmental
penalties and from the sale of environmental license plates. *Note that during the
2019 legislative session, fees for these
specialty plates were increased, however
the fees received by KHLCF will not
change. Higher fees will likely affect
participation in the program.
Since the KHLCF does not receive
federal funding, KHLCF funds are
used by many agencies as “nonfederal match” for grant applications;
each dollar of KHLCF funds can be
used to leverage several dollars in
outside funding.
The remaining fifty percent of revenue is
divided evenly among the Nature Preserve Commission (10%), Department of
Fish & Wildlife Resources (10%), the
Div. of Forestry (10%), the Dept. of Parks
(10%), and the Wild Rivers Program
(10%). The other fifty percent goes to
local governments, state colleges,
Universities and other public agencies.
For FY 2019, receipts were $361,050.
By statute, the Kentucky Environmental
Education Council receives the first
$150,000 collected from environmental
fines and the Office of Energy Policy
receives the first $400,000 of unmined
minerals taxes.

Where are these lands located?
You will find lands purchased and
maintained through these funds in most
counties in Kentucky.

in Fiscal Years 2018/2019 the enacted state
budget swept $2.5 million from the KHLCF into
the state general fund. These general fund
sweeps began in FY 2014. After the FY 2019
general fund sweep, the annual revenue for the
KHLCF was $610,659 to the negative. Projects
were executed from a combination of revenue carried forward from previous years and funds returned from withdrawn projects.
As a state agency, KNP does receive General
Fund dollars. However, these cover about half of
the operating expenses, such as staffing and
equipment. No General Fund dollars go towards
land purchases. Ky. Office of Nature Preserves
depends on a wide variety of sources to pay for
habitat management and land conservation,
some of which depend on the voluntary support
of Kentuckians.

Revenue by Source

Core Funding Sources In Decline
(Further challenged when General Fund “sweeps” occur)
*Source: Office of Nature Preserves Annual Report 2019

In a survey conducted by the Trust for Public Land, it was found that for every one dollar invested
in land and water conservation, eight dollars in natural goods and services are returned to the Commonwealth

The Value of Public Lands
Outdoor Recreation and Conservation Creates Jobs,
Enhances Tourism, Makes Fiscal Sense
Outdoor Industry Association’s 2017 Report

